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To the Right Haoourable | 
Sir RICHARD LEVETT, Ke. 


LORD MAYOR; 


TO THE 
COURT of ALDERMEN, 
And the Right Worſhipfy] 
S CHARLES DUNCOMSB. 


AND 
S JEFFREY FEFFRETS. 


LATE 


SHERIFFS 


OF THE 


CITY of LONDON 


Right Honourable and Worſhipful ; 


[ HAT open Defiance hath 
VY of late beex given to all 
A Sacred 1M Iyſtertes of 1 the 

Goſpel, what barefacel 
hath Joes made to the Chri Fan, 


is well known, and is {a , Laweuel 
by 


———— 


———_ 


every ſerious and confaderate Man. 
A Lia Preſs doth, almo#t every 
day , produce. ſome , ſly Pamphblet or 
other ; the deſopn of which, is to Un= 
dermine our moit# Holy Religion, and 
Ridicule and Scoff at all the Profeſſors 
of it : Nor do theſe things ſteal ſecret= 
y into our Hands, or by their Privacy 
betray an inward Shame in the Au- 
thor, but every Page doth publickly 
declare, that the: Publiſher of it is a 
profeſed Enemy to the Faith of Chrift. 
T he Oppoſition is made with ſo much 
Courage and _— that a meer 
Stranger would hardly believe Chriſti= 
anity to be the Religion of our Country, 
or that the Goſpel had the Prote&ion of 
the Law to guard it. The deſign 
therefore of the following Diſcourſe, is, 
to point out and —_ ſome of theſe 
Adverſaries, and by ſhowing how 


dangerous 


d. 4 


—_— 


——— 
—— 


dangerous they are, to raiſe our Spirits, 
Ju, call up that Courage which ſo well 
becomes thoſe, who ought to be the 
Aﬀertors of it, and whoſe Duty it is 
to contend earneſtly for the Faith. 
That God would _ p to aſſiſt and 
protef thoſe who ſtand up vigorouſly in 
Defence of our mot Holy Religion, 
and at lat bring us all to an Unity in 
the Faith, is the bearty Prayer of, 


Right Honourable and Worſhipful, 


Your moſt Obedient, and 
Moſt Humble Servant, 


Fames Lardner. 


Epiſt, of St. Jude, Ver. 3. latter part. 


==oAnd exbort you, that ye ſhould 
earneſtly contend for the Faith, 
which was once delivered to the 
Saints. 


HAT ye ſhould earneſtly contend for the 
* Faith ! Can then that Goſpel which was 


once deliver'd by the Prince of Peace 

meet with any to hardy and obſtinate 

as to'painlay and oppoſe it? That Goſpel, the 
very deſign of which, is to promote an univerſal - 
Love and Charity ; to join 'us all (as it were) in» 
ro one common Houſhold, one Family : Thar 
Goſpel, which teaches me to look upon every Man 
as my 'Neighbour, my Friend, and my Brother ; 
thar obliges me to allow every Man a ſhare in my 
Heart, and admit him as Partner in my ' Love 
and AﬀeCtions : That Goſpel, which is ſo-well 
firted for the Advancement of every Man's tree 
[ntereſt and Advantage, 'and which gives us a 
ble(ſed. Aſſurance, in conſequence-of our Obe- 
dieace, of an irnmortal Crown" of Glory heres 
after. Can any one be fo obſtinately; ſo wilfully 
blind, as not to ſee thoſe things which make for 
his eternal Peace, and not upon firſt fight cloſe - 
L ve B with, 
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Ft.Mat. 10-24- 


Eph. 6. 12, 


14- 
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with, and embrace *em ?* *Tis ſtrange, that the 
efle& of the Son of God's coming into the World, 
tbould be, ng to ſend Prace, but a Sword; that the 
moſt render and: obliging offers, rhat even i»finite 
Mercy did ever make, ſhould prove the occaſion of 
Strife and Contention, and ſect one Man at vfriance 
againſt another, 

Yet this is our caſe, and cvery one who is 2d- 
mitted within the Pale of the Chriſtian Church, 
engages himſelt in a contioual Warfare ; he enters, 
and 1:#s himſelf into the Service of h/m, who is 
deſcribed to us under the Charatter of the Captain 
of our Salvation, ihe, Had of the Chargh, that Army 
of the living Goe; he obliges lnmicit tro wreſtle, nt 
only againſ Fleſh «nd Biqod, but againſt Principali- 
tes and Powers, againſt the Rulers of the Darkneſs 
of this World, againſt ſpiritach Wickedneſſes in bigh 
Places; and his Adverfaries have.jo many ways to 
beſey him, thay he muſt be. continually upos his 
Guard; and 6 ſecure his Innocence, take to him 
the whole, Armour off God, that he may be able to 
withſtand in the. e114: day, ens having dove ah, to 
Hard, The Chiiſtiae Profeflion is repreſentce to 
vs 49 2 Syate of. Warfare ;:;and a, manly Courage, 
Reſalutios and, Conſtancy, ae qualifications which 
are necelſary for every Profefior to carry con- 
ftantly about him 3 we are nofy in the leaſt; al- 
low'd x0. be Carelels, Negligent and Supine, but 
are tO fight: whe good, fight, to endure hardſhips, to be 
frong 11n. the Lord, and tar neſtly. 10 contend for that 

wth, mbich was ance delivered to the Saints. 


Which 


_— — — 
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Which was oxce delivered to the Saints ; for 
there is no other Goſpel now to be expetted, no 
other Rule by which we are to ſquare our AQ 
ons; we are not to look for any ſtrange, new 
Liebr, nor for any other Methods of Salvation, 
'Tis true, the Law was indeed 4 ſbadow of good ficb. to. r. 
things to come, but now, ſince the Seb/fance of the 
Faith hath been once folly revealed to us, by 
that Goſpel, which hath brought Life and Immoy- 
tality to light, we are modeſtly and humbly to em- 
brace it, and take it as the only Rule both of our 
Faith and Prattife ; and though we, or an Angel Gal. 1.9. 
from Heaven, ws any other Goſpel to you, than 
that which we have preached wnto you, let him be ac- 
curſed, 

It would (I preſume) be altogether needlefs, 
to go about to prove, that by that Faith im the 
Text, which we are exhorted thus earneftly to con- 
tend for, is to be underſtood the Chrittian Reli- 
gion in general, vis. all thoſe Do&rines and Pre- 
cepts, as well as Articles of Belief,” condin'd' in 
that Goſpel which hath no leſs that the Son of 
God for its Author; for fo is the word uſed 4#s 
6.97. 1 Tim. 4.1. andin ſeveral other places; The 
Faith of a Chriſtian, is the Religid# of a Chri- 
ſtian; and to believe in Jeſus, is ro become his 
Diſciple, and a Follower of his Doftrines; and, I 
dovbr nor, but that ſeeming difference between Sr. 
Paul arid Se. Jamet, when one (peais of Juſtification 
by Faith alone, ar the other afferts good: Works 
to be neceflary'in order thereunes, may —_— 

of Mind, 
and 


ly be: adjuſted, by a _ application 
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Ver. 4+ 


2 Pet. 2. 1. 


—— —— 


and by conſidering the drift and deſign of each 
Apoſtle. in his ſeveral Epiſtle. So that all thoſe 
Controverſies, which have for a long time em- 
ploy'd the Pens of ſeveral. (I hope well-meaning ) 

en, may be eaſily, reconciled, and made up; tor 
a truly pious Chriſtian Faith, will undoubtedly be 
produCtive of all thoſe good Works, to the perfor- 
mance of which our molt holy Profeſſion obliges vs. 
To proceed therefore further upon this Point, would 
be altogether needleſs ; and I heartily wiſh it were 
as is to enlarge upon theſe ſeveral Adver- 
ſaries, who ſet themſelves in oppoſition to, and 
arc the profeſs'd Enemies of that Faith which was 
once delivered to the Saints, Ungodly Men (as our 
Apoſtle ſpeaks) who either rar» the Grace of our 
God into Laſciviouſneſs, or powey deny the only 
Lord God, and cur Lord Jeſw Chriit, even who 
deny the Lord that bought 'ew., But we are obliged 
ro obſerve, 

Firſt, That when, the Apoſtle exhorts us, to 
contend earneſtly tor the Faith, there are neceſſa- 
rily imply*d ſome Perſons who will, be conſtantly 
gainſaying . and oppoſing it, ſome Adverſaries 
which we are to encounter. and , conflit withal : 
Which being conſider'd, we ſhall be naturally led 
in the 

Second place to enquire how, and after what 
manner we are to deal with theſe Adverſaries, 
and what peculiar Weapons we are to make uſe 
of, whilſt we endeavour earneſtly to contend for 
the Faich. And then, leſt any one ſhould be dil- 
couraged in the diſcharge of his Duty, by the 

great» 


=D 


for the Faith. 


greatneſs of the Work, or the many Difficulties 
whuch he is ro encounter, it will be requiſite in 
the 

Third place, to ſhew what mighty Encourage- 
ments we have to perſwade us to a conſtant per- 
ſeverance in our Chriſtian Warfare, what blef- 
ſed Afſiſtances are offered to us, and what glorious 
Rewards they ſhall be Crowned withal , who 
fight the good Fight, and do inviolably keep the 
Faith, 


Fir#t, We are obliged to obſerve, that when 
the Apoſtle exhorts us to contend earneſtly for the 
Faith, there are neceflarily implied ſome Perſons 
who will be conſtantly gainſaying and oppoſing 
it; ſome Adverfaries which we are to encounter, 
and conflict withal. A Conſideration, as melan- 
choly as *tis ſerious, and every way as fad as it is 
true. To be cither Perſecuted, fingled out for 
Deſtruction, or at leaſt flighted, and laugh'd ar, 
hath ( in ſome meaſure) been the Portion of the 
true Profeſſors of the Faith, in all Ages of the 
Church : And to be mock*'d at, and derided, feem- 
ed to make up part of the Character of a Believer 
in the Infancy of Chriſtianity. Nay, we may 
70 further, even to the Fountain Head, and we 

all find that the very Author ot our Faith him- 
ſelf, the Bleſſed Jeſus, mer with the ſame Uſage: 
No ſooner he left that humble Retirement, 
in which he paſt the firſt Thirty Years of his Life, 
to enter publickly upon his Prophetick Office, but 
that Divine Charmer, who /o ſpake, as never For 

pare, 


— 
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ſpake, met with ſuch as contradited, and oppoſed 
Fin the proud, haughty Phariſce thought him- 
ſelf roo ntl _ _ — of nm 
neſs and Humhty, ing big with an expeCta- 
tion of a glorious Meſhah, a Temporal Prince, 
who ſhould reſcue their Nation from the Roman 
Yoak, could not diicern a Deliverer, under the 
appearance of a Carpenter's Son, nor imagine it 
poſſible, that he ſhould redeem J/rae/, whole Con- 
dition was ſo low, mean and deſpicable, that, (ac- 
cording to his own Expreſſion) he had not where to 
{ay bis Head, The proud Infulter would not ſee 
the Finger of the Almighty 'in thoſe daily Mira- 
cles which he'wroughr, nor confeſs him to be che 
Son of God with yum though the Glories of his 
Divinity were viſibly diſplay'd in all his wondrous 
Works : But ſtill is the Holy Feſw ſcoffed at, and 
derided, and in an impudent manner taunted ar, 
1s not this the Carpeater, the Son of Mary ? And 
when they found that many of the People /con- 
vinc'd by his mighty Works) began to adhere to, 
and embrace his Doctrines, leſt their beloved 
Moſes ſhould' be brought into diſtepure, they re- 
ſolve to Perſecorte both: him and them, and La- 
£arue Was delign'd ro'be pur to Death, becauſe 
that by reaſon of him (i, e. his being miraculouſly 
raiſed. from the dead) many of the Jews went away, 
awd-btlieved on Jeſws. Nor did their Malice admit 
of —— *ril they bad nailed Him to rhe 
Cutſed Tree, and fee. him there expire, and die; 
when his Doftrines, they « ht, would have 
died with | hiny and rhe Faith of Jeſus, they 

| hoped, 
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hoped, would have been heard of no more. 

And ſince his Uſage was thus very hard and 
ſevere, it could not afterwards be expedted thar 
the Diſciple ſhould be above, or fare berter than his Mat. 1c. 24. 
Maſter, nor the Servant above his Lord; and when 
the Apoſtles were ſent out upon that weighty Bu- 
ſineſs, viz. to publiſh the ſame Goſpel which 
Telus had Preach'd, no wonder if zbey [bould be ha- aye. ico 
red of all Men for his name ſake. And indeed thus 
it prov*d, for when the Chriſtian Doftrine revived, 
and roſe again with it's Bleſſed Author, it no ſoon- 
et made ts publick Appearance in the World, bur 
it was as publickly contradicted and oppos'd. That 
Do&trine which was ſo repugnant to thoſe Noti- 
ons, and Prejudices which had been generally en- 
rertained, could not undoubredly without a great 
deal of difficulty, make its way into the Hearts 
of Men , and be received as a Rule of Faith. 
That Dottrine, the embracing of which at that 
rime, tended to the leflening Mens ſecular Intereſt, 
and Advantage, would afſuredly meet with a great 
many Enemies ; and *tis not much to be admired, 
if, not only the Epbeſian Silverſmiths ſhould be 
againſt it, whoſe Craft was in danger to be ruined tt 13. 
and ſet at nought, but every Man likewiſe elſe- 
where, whoſe Intereſt it threatned to diminiſh, 
would make a Party againſt it, and raiſe a Body of 
Adverlarics to oppoſe it : And when the Rage of 
ſucha Man as Herod had urged him to ki4 Dh as. a. 
rhe Brother of John with the Sword, it was caſie to 2, 3 
imagine, that he who loved lar Applauſe, 
and prided himſelf in the Acc — = 

rowd, 
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Crowd, ſhould (when he ſam it pleaſed the Jews ) 
proceed further, not only to rake Peter alſo, but la 
violent Hands upon all the Preachers of the Goſpel, 
and vex the whole Church. 

I need not «x this place, for T conſider before 
whom I ſpeak, I need not here proceed to the next 
Ages conſequent to that of the Apoſtles, and lay 
betore you a large Catalogue of that noble Army of 
Martyrs, who ſuffered for the ſake of Chriſt, du- 
ring thoſe ſeveral Perſecutioons which ſucceſſively 
raged, and laid waſte the Church of God. I need 
not lay before you an account of thoſe ſeveral 
Kings and Emperors, uader whom the Faithful 
Servants of the Bleſſed Feſas choſe rather to ſuffer 
AfMiQtions with the People of . God, than deny 
their Maſter, and deſert their Saviour ; who were 
tortured, not accepting deliverance; who had Trials 
of cruel Mockings and Scourgings, yea moreover 
of Bonds and Impriſonment, and yet amidſt all 
their Troubles and Afflictions, ſbowed themſelves 
more than Conquerours through him that loved 
them. 

*Twould be nccdleſs to carry your Eyes back:- 
ward to thoſe Times, when to embrace the Do- 
Ctrine of our Lord, and to follow him was the 
ſure and 1cady way tO take ap the Croſs in a literal 
Sexſe, when he that would live the Lite of a Chr 
{tian,, muſt expeR £0 die the ſame Dearth with his 
Maſter + T beſe things arc ſufficicatly known, and 
evident to any Man who bath but look'd into 
the Hiſtory of the Church, Ir 1s very true, will 
ſome Men be apt to ſay, © There is no doubr = 


for the Faith. 


« be —_ ol the _ Planters and Publiſhers of 
« the Go met with v Ition, and 
« both they and their Se Lag wy firſt aw 
« of the Church, were very ſeverely and cruelly 
* handled; and their adhering to the Chriſtian 
« Religion did hourly expoſe them to the ha- 
* zard of their Lives. But what then? We are 
« now quiet, and at caſe, and the Exhortation 
« which the Apoſtle gives in the Text, to contend 
* earneſtly for the Faith, hath no place at all among 
« us ; the Chriſtian Faith (fay chey) is now not 
« only generally receiv*'d, and the Goſpel quietly 
« enjoy'd, but Kings themſelves are become the 
« Nurſing Fathers ot the Church, and Queens its 
« Nurſing Mothers : That Vine which God's own 
« right Hand hath planted hath now taken 
6 wedge the age "21 every one hath cha 
« berty, and the bleſſed Opportuaitics of /errs 
= ry its Shadow with ras v4 ts 
Is it then? If the Amaletites, with all that 
belong'd to *em, be utterly deſtroy'd, what means 
the bleating of the Sheep, and the lowing of the 
Oxen which we hear ? If the Chriſtiaa Profeſſion 
be ſo quietly and ſecurely ſettled, if that Faith 
which was once delivered to the Saints be lo generally 
received and embraced, that the Profeſſors of it 
have no occaſion to ſtrive and contend for it, what 
mean all our Sefts and Diviſions ? What means 
that open, that Fig res which is daily 
made * What ſhould be the reaſon, that, inſtead 
of believing, and wihout Controverſpe allenting to 
the great Myſteries of Gn we meet with Men 
now 
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now adays who can in one breath rejeCt all the My- 
ſeries of the Goſpel? And theſe Men, whofe Un- 
ſtandings are not look*d upon: as of a low, incon- 
Size, bur ſuch as pretend to the moſt cx- 
eraordinary Parts, the moft refined and ſubtle 
Wits; ſuch, as, if it be true that the Grnoſticks, 
(thoſe Hereticks who in the firſt Ages of Chriſti- 
anity infeſted the Church of God) had their Name 
given *«m from their prerenfions to great and ex- 
traordinary Know may come under the ſame 
denomination with . Tf Chriſtianity be ſer- 
ted upon fo fure a Foundation, how comes it to 
paſs that theſe Men ſhould not b/uſb at what the 
do, eſpecially ifir be conſider*d, rhat our mo# hah 
Faith being guarded and protefted by the Circum- 
bony yon of —_ oo en who in a 
iſtian Country dare y write againſt, and 
oppolc the Chriſtian Religion, are ailey of an in- 
ſtance of the higheft Impudence to aggravate their 
Crime, and'come into the number of. thoſe whom 
our Apoſtle here ſpeaks of, wha deſpiſe Dominian, 
and feat evil of Dignities.. 

If the Fairh of Chriſt, if his Goſpel be fo gene- 
rally, fo univerſally receiv'd amongſt us, what 
mean all theſe late pretenfions to ew Light, and 
immedisre Inſpiration ” What do they mean who 
20 abour to perfwade the World, t all thoſc 
Expreſſions of Scripture which relate co the Tocar- 
nation, the Birth; the Dearth, and Reſurreftion of 
the Blefſed- Jeſus, are to be underftood in a meta- 
phoricet and figurative Senſe? Who inſtead of 
modeſtly anddevourly receiving the holy Scriptures 

a> 
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as the oaly Rule beth of their Faw and Praftice 
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Litter, by this means overthro 
of the w wtitten Word of God, perv 
one of the great deſigns of our Yviur's coming 
into the World, and the whole buſi- 
neſs of his Propbetick Office. For ts what pur- 
poſe ſhould rhe Sow of God take upon bin out Na: 
ture, and come ifgto the World ro be our great 
en a when he might through all ſucceeding 
Ages have inſtruCted his People by the Voice of the 
it within *'em : I fayy to what ſhould 
he do this, if he did not deſign that the Goſpel 
ſhould be a — perpetual Rule to his Follow- 
ers? if he did not intend that when this ſubſtance 
of the Faith was once delivered eo the Saints, the 
Saints ſhould not only thankfully embrace it, but 
moſt earneſtly contend for it ? 
If the Goſpel be received, and'its DoQrines ſo 
y embrac'd, what mean all theſe Fruits of 
nrighteouſneſs, of which every day produces ſo 
plentiful an Harveſt? W hence comes that Acheiſm 
and Infidelity which hath overſpread ſo great a 
part of this Nation ? Why are our Bars & un- 
gratefully filled with Swearing and 'C ? Wh 
15 the ſacred, the: tremendous Nanie of God blaſ- 
phemed ? why are his Sabbaths unhallow'd ? why 
are the Feſtivals of the Church flighted and diſte- 
garded, and the mot ſdlemn Ordinances 
and contend, even by thoſe very Men who at 
the ſame time call themſelves by the name of 
Chriſt 7 Have we no —_ $0 eqcounter ? - 
2 t 
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the Faith ſo ſecurely ferled, that we have no occa- 
fion to contend for it? Moſt affuredly when our 
Adverlaries appear ſo open and barefaced on the 
one hand, and thoſe who call themſelves our 
Friends | upm> rg on the other hand, 
ſhall by their wicked Lives, their horrid and im- 
pious iſes, give occaſion to the Enemies of 
the Lord to , whilſt Matters 


I fa 

ſtand thus, we have the bighelceatbn to be upon 
our Guard, to be always in a readineſs and a po- 
ſture of defence, and whilſt we fight in our Ma- 
ſer's cauſe, to quit our ſelves like Men, Proceed 
we —_— the x _— 

Secon to ire how and after what 
manner = ro deal with theſe Adverſaries, and 
what ſort of Weapons we are to make uſe of, 


whilſt we endeavour carneſtly to contend for the 
Faith. 


And here be pleaſed, in the firſt place, to give 
me leave to look back a little upon the firſt Toes 
of the Church, thoſe diſmat Times of -Heat and 
Perſecution, and fee how the Profeflours of Chris 
{tianity then contended; for h ( bleſſed be 
our moſt merciful and indulgent God ) we do at 
preſent enjoy a great meaſure of Peace and Tran- 
quillity, though our Church Doors are now always 
open," and the pious Vorary hath a rcady admiſ- 
ſion ro the Throne of Grace ; yet who knows 
what ſevere Judgments and Calamities, our many 
crying Sins may provoke the juſt Governour of the 

orld to bring upon us; and ſhould we ever be 
in their Condition we are to follow their Example, 

; 
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and contend for the Faith, as they did ; look back 
upon the firſt and Confeſfours, and*in 
perilous Times you (hall find them, \in«arifaſee v5 
ara mic « yrs batheles earneſtly ſiriving and contend- 
ing for the Ewth, in the utmoſt ireeck of the words, 
reſolved ro hold it faſt, and keep it inviolable even 
to the end. | ?Tis very plain that the Apoſtle here, 
as likewiſe St..Pes/ 1n ſeveral of his Epiſtles;* al- 
ludes to thoſe ancient Games, and Exercifesin+uſe 
amongſt the Greeks, and particularly here to-that 
of running a Race, wherein the GC, of raves, 
the Reward of the Conqueror was ſet at the end; 
over the Goal ; and the pious ſuffering Chriſtian 
may here be'conſider'd at the approaches of the 
laſt folema hour, preſſing forward toward” the 
prize of his high Calling, come (as it were) with-- 
in ſight-of the Goal, fully reſolv*'d (notwithſtand-- 
ing the Conflits and Fatigues which he under» 
goes) not.toflack his pace, or be-diverted by any 
thing that may coart him. in hisway,” He preſſes 
forward, and endeavours to graſp that Crown of 
Glory which ſtands in view, though tortured will 
not accept. of Deliverance, nor _ his Maſter's 
Service to gain inglorious Eaſe :- He relies upon the 
ſure word of Promiſe, and i4 he die will not remove \Q) ;-. ;. 
his Innocence and Integrity from him. And ſhould: 
it pleaſe God to draw a Cloud of Perſecution over 
his Church again, it is «ur D Cl ſay) to fol- 
low the ſteps of thoſe pious Conk ours, to- Main- 
tain our Innocence even to the Death, to ſtrive car- 
neſtly for the Faith ; and whilſt we keep our Eye 
upon the promiſed Reward, the unſpeakable- Glo- 
ries 
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ries of the other Life, to poſleſs our Souls in Pa- 
to be calic, and contented too, 1hroagh 
—— qa ; enter into the -' oo 
A piqus and couregious 
te Ln, god i the jane his _ 
wil Cooder that e Ft T ye 
*tis for the lake of his + and ns ba 


conveniences of che Wilder neſs, fo long, as _ 
the Land flowing with Mi and Honey, ſtands in 
view at his Journey's end. But then, 


$econdly, Let us ſee how we are to.deal with, 

wy 0m py meg were 
in 1 imes us, 4 

- — ; and hv we may conſider cur ſelves, ei- 


dinary Capacities 
of Underſtand? 


Thirdly, As Magiſtrates, God's Vicegerents up- 
on Earth, tro whom is intruſted the Managemenc 
of the Sword of Juſtice. 


Firſt, Confider we how we are to deal and con- 
tend with the Enemies of the Faich of Chriſt, ſup- 


poling 


for the Faith. | 
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'our ſelves private Men, of very ordinary 
ities, and endoed with bur a Boo Moos ſhare 

of Uni nding. 
mu here we are D —_— our ſelves as ſuch, 
whoſe Converſarion ( generally fpeaking Y lies a« 
mong Men of the fame Rank and Size with ovr 
ſelves, bue yet by reaſon of the namber of rho 
with whom we converſe, we muſt have t&-&& 
with - Merr of different Principles, and dierent 
Lives. Take we therefore care to be diligent, and 
frequent in reading the Holy Scriptures, conſult- 
ing the Oracles of God, and'by this means fornifh- 
ing dvr ſelves with all ſaving Knowtedge, and en- 
ching our Souk with that Wiſdom whiety is 
from above; and'it any thing of doetr 
occur, any thing roo knotty' for us-to reſolve; our 
moſt holy Church hart ded us Spiritezl 
"Teachers, who are of Abilities to inform and di- 
ret us, and ro-whom in'theſe Caſes we are obfiged 
to repair : By-rhis means-we ſhalbarm and fectre 
our ſelves from that Poiſon, which doth ofterr in- 
ſenſibly ſteal into us from a mix'd Converfarior; 
evermore obſerving that we put in praftiſe what 
we read, and take care thar' our” Conver/a0r7 be 
{ach as becomes the Goſpel of Eby+#,/ that by cons 
pious exemplary Lite, we endexvour fo edory the 
Dottrine of God our Saviow in alf things : Thus 
ſhall we influence not only oor Children, and Ser- 


vants, and thoſe who belong t& ovr Family; bur- 


obably bring others over by our good Exarniple ; 

. ſhall we encreaſe our Numbers, and double 
our- Forces againſt our Adverſaries , whilft a 
take 


— 
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take care by a conſtant perſeverance in Holineſs 
to. perform all thoſe neceſlary ' Duties, which are 
the indiſpenſable Conditions of our Salva- 

tioa, whilſt we let others ſee that we really are 
what we outwardly end to, viz. the Ser- 
vants and Diſciples of the Holy and Immaculate 
Jeſus ; this, I lay, will be a means to encreaſe our 
;, and conſc y leflen and weaken the 
CONTIny Party, by bringing Deſerters over to our 


Secondly, Conſider we how we are to deal with 
our Adverſarics, and contend for the Faith, ſuppo- 
ſing our ſelves Perſons peculiarly fet apart for rhe 
Service of God, furniſh'd with more than ordinary 
Abilities, and whoſe buſineſs it is to ſtand up for 
the Cauſe ct God and Religion. - 

Whoſe Bafreſs I ſay it is ; it is our Calling, our 
Profeſſion; the ing the Honour of God, 
and the Intereſt of Religion, is the one great Work 
which is to take up all our Care, and be the Sub- 
jet of our conſtant Endeavours. 


Firſt then let us ſee inthe General, how we are 
to contend with thoſe who prattically deny the 
Faith , and live in conſtant oppoſition-to thoſe 
Laws which the Son of Geod hath been pleaſed to 
preſcribe : 'Theſe Mea are to be ſharply dealt with, 
and we are to ſhow %em the Terrors of the Lord, 
and not any way deſiſt from our Duty, though it 
muſt be confeſs*d, that to reclaim a ſtubborn and 
obdurate World,is a Work which is attended with a 
great 
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yu deal of Difficulty and Hardſhip. To tell a 
an of his Faults, and diſcover to him his Miſ. 
carriages doth very often prove'aq - unthankful 
Office ; to toy open his Follies, and at the ſame 
time rebuke him, ſharply for *em too, may very 
likely make him uneafie; *ris like touching a Man 
to the quick, and probing a Wound to the. 

bortom : But -what then ? why ſhould the Skilful 
Chirurgeon be concern'd, or diſmay*d at the: un- 
eaſineſs of the Patient, when he is fure that what 
he doth is out of an honeſt deſign, and that he aQts 
only in order to a Cure? And why ſhould the 
Miniſters of the Word be  frighted from their 


Duty, becauſe the peeviſh: World are uncafie when, 


thewtell *em the Truth, fo long as they are fſatis- 
fied in their Conſciences that they a& upon a 
good- Principle, and endeavour as-- much as in 
them lies ro promote the Eternal Intereſt, Healch 
and Salvation of Mankind. *Tis-our Duty: to- be 
bold and daring in a good Work, and not : ſheak- 
ingly ſtifle a Reproot, when it may be /ea/onably 

ven, out of a fear to diſpleaſe another, and! put 

im out of Temper, when at the ſame time we 
are/ aſſured | that *tis our Nuty. ro» Rebuke -him 


ſharply ? 


Secondly; As we are: thus to reprove, and re-- 
buke with al Authority in our Exhortations,. ſo are 
we likewiſe to do it in our: Praftice; and let: others 
ke that we are aſhamed of all thoſe abominable 
PraQtiſes which every day repeat, We are to 
ſhow the World that our Faith isa prattical one, 

D 
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contunuall ucing the Fruits of Righteoul- 
nels, RE awering it ſelf in all holy Converſa- 
tion and Godlinels ; that _——_ ———_ is 
to be hike out great High Pri oly, Harmleſs, 
Undcfiled ; that our Sale defion is 65 (hive like 
In > RG-6: Ro 
& Generation, and to keep our ſelves un- 
fro. che World. This is an effeQtual, 
convincing way of Preaching, when we not onl 
inftru& ochers how they ought to walk, bur vidt- 
bly fer a Copy before their Eyes for them to Tran- 
ſcribe; and who knows but many of thoſe Men 
may be won over by a good Example, whom a 
fghry Nm —_ Rouble yak 
ighty Force! what an # are 
dath a Example lay upon the Minds and 
ry on geen This are may noe only Li 
but Heat with it too; for |a truly pious for 
God aud Religion will _P diſpente its warmeb 
to all that come within of it. But then, 


Thirdly, To be more particular, there is ano- 
ther fort of Adverfaries, who are not content to 
be wicked-in their Praftiſes, but are: (/if IL may fo 
ſpeak) debauch'd in their Faith, and Principles. : 
And with theſe Men they are particularly concern- 
ed to deal, whom the Holy Ghoſt hath made 
Overſeers of that Flock, which the Son of God 
hath purchas*'d- with his own Bload : They are 
timely ro farewarn thoſe who are. commarted eo 
their Charge, of theſe  forrs of ungodly Mev, 
who by falfe Gloſtes, and forc'd A — 
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the Text, wreſt the Scriptures to their own and 
others Deſtruction : For theſe Men are not fatis- 
hed im being deceived themſelves, but have the 
boldneſs to fpread their Erronrs, openly ainy 
defiance to all the Myfteries of rhe Gees, pat. 
lickkly oppoſe thet Faith, which was once delivered. 
to the Saints ;, and by publiſhing their Notions ro- 
the World, flily infinvate, that they have reaſon 
on their fide : Thus whilſt by cunmng Craftineſs 
they tic in wait to deceive, they catch rhe 'igno- 
rant and unſtable, who are convinc'd often by a: 
ſhew of Argument, and''have not Genins _ 
wo diſtinguiſh between a calowr of Reaſon, a 
Demonſtration. Theſe are Wolves, which in 
conſiderable numbers have lately crept into the 
Flock, and are indeed Enemies of a very dange- 
rous kind ; and therefore it behoves us anne 
to contend, and as publickly oppoſe, and confute 
their Errours as dare to Print *em > To dif- 
cover-the Trick, and 'Sophiftry which they uſe ir 
the Management of rhetr Argumems,. not ſuffey 
them by any falſe Interpolations- to- add' to, nor 
by ayy falſe Pretenfions from the Authority. of 
this, or that ancient Copy to diminiſh from the 
Texr. We are to take care that they do not impoſe 
vpen the World by any tafſe Cirattons. oat of 2lie 
Primitive Fathers, or by mifq any other an- 
rient Authors, and' To 'make the- World believe, 
that the DoQtrine of the Churclr'in: former, rimes 
was .conſonant- to what they 'teach: This is our 
Buſineſs, rhis ought 'ro be the Froit, and” reſult 
af that ſtudious ſedentary Life, to which we ire 

D 2 delign'd.. 
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deſign'd. By this means we ſhall not only be able 
to confute thoſe Hereſies which at preſent infeſt the 
Church, but prudently provide againſt any that 
may be broach'd hereafter. This, I fay, is our Bu- 
ſineſs, thus are we to contend earneſtly for the Faith ; 
and give me leave to add, that we are under one of 
the ſtrifteſt Obligations imaginable ſo to do, no leſs 
than a folema Vow and Promiſe before God, in 
the Preſence of ſome one, or other, of the Reve- 
rend Fathers of the Church at our ſolemn Ordi- 
nation ; they who are admitted to the loweſt De- 

rec of the Miniſtry to the Office of 

O ile, That they will apply all their Diligence 
to frame their own Lives, and the Lives of their 
Families according to the Doitrine of Chriſt, and 
make both s and them wholeſome Examples of 
the Flock of Chrift, And when afterwards t 
are advanced to the Dignity of the Prieſthood, 


0r4inatin of they engage themſelvesvo be rraay with all faithfal 


Priefts. 


ligence, to baniſh and drive away all erroneous and 
range Dottrines which are contrary to the Word of 
God. Bur, 


Thirdly, How thoſe that are Magiſtrates are to 
contend for the Faith; how they to whom the 
Sword of Juſtice is entruſted, are to deal with theſe 
Adverſarics of God and Religion, the Time will 
not admit me to enlarge upon, but give me leave 
to ſay thus much, That: they are obliged co take 
care that they bear not the Sword in vain. There 
are ſome ſort of Weeds ſpringing up even in the 
Garden of the Lord, the Church of Chriſt, which 

cannot 
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cannot be cut down, or at leaſt not totally rooted 
out, - without the aſliſtance of the Civil Power, 
and therefore it is to be hoped ( eſpecially conſi- 
dering before whom I ſpeak ) that whenever ſuch 
aſſiſtance ſhall be deſired it will be as readily 
ranted. There are a ſort of bold , obſtinate 
retches who ſeem to have made a Covenant with 
Sin and Death, who are Reprobate concerning the 
Faith, who are poſitively reſolved to ſhut their 
Ears againſt all Advice that may be offer'd, who 
will not give themſelves leifure to refleQ, nor are 
' ever cool enough for a ſerious, Morning Thought, 
theſe muſt be given over to the Management of 
the Civil Power; and as on the one hand, in the 
Adminiſtration of Juſtice- and Diſcipline, we are 
not altogether to forget -Mercy ; ſo on the other 
lide, w we are inclined to be favourable, we 
mu "Ai care to be ſo-favourable as not to be tov 
remi 


And now having already ſaid thus much, I have 
prevented my ſelf from enlarging upon the Third 
Head, viz. to ſhow what mighty Encourage» 
ments we have to perſwade us to a conſtant Per- 
ſeverance in our Chriſtian Warfare, what blefied 
Afſiſtances are offer*d to us, and what glorious Re» 
wards we ihall be Crowned withal, if we fight 
the good Fight, and do inviolably keep the Faith. 
But no one ſurely can doubt, but that God who 
in the nce of all our Religious Duties hath 

ied us the bleſſed Aſſiftances of his moſt Holy 
pirit, who hath promiſed that in all our AﬀiQtr- 
ons, 


of earneſtly comending, &c. 


' ons, and Temprations, his Grace ſhall be ſofficiene 
for us, will likewiſe more particularly affiſt; and 
rt us whilſt we are fighting the Lord's Battles, 
-and covuragioufly Randing ap for his Cauſe. And 
as we are aflured that noneof at! our Labours ſhall 
be in vain in rhe Lord, ſo undoubredly the Sr ighres# 
Coronets of Glory ſhall be referved for them, who 
afrer a mighty conflit with all their potent Ad- 
ver{aries come off Glorious and Trivmphanm. To 
him th t overcometh (faith the Blefſed Jefus) will 
I grant to fir with me m my Throne, even as I 
overcame, and am fet down with my Father in his 
Throne © Amen,  Hullelvjab. 


Now unto lim that is able to keep you from 
falling, 'and to ;preferve yo fadltteſs before the 
Frefence of his , with exceeding Joy, to the 
only wile 'God our Saviour, be Glory and Majeſty, 
Dominica and Power, both now and for ever. 
Amen. 


FINTS. 


